






Project Title: Expanding the Maryland Outdoor Recreation Summit: Bridging the Gap Between Outdoor 

Professionals and the Community 

Applicant: Maryland Department of Natural Resources Office of Outdoor Recreation 

Amount Requested: $20,000 

 

Abstract 

The Maryland Office of Outdoor Recreation requests $20,000 from the Chesapeake Gateways Event 

Support Grant to fund the 2027 Maryland Outdoor Recreation Summit and expand it into a public-facing 

community celebration of the Chesapeake Bay watershed’s natural and cultural resources with 

activations through 2028. Since launching in 2024, the annual Summit has become the state’s premier 

gathering for outdoor professionals across the tourism, government, non-profit, and private sectors. The 

event drives statewide collaboration to advance the myriad benefits offered by outdoor recreation and 

strengthen Maryland’s outdoor economy. Despite proven success, the Summit’s future is in jeopardy due 

to state budget constraints and unpredictable funding. The Chesapeake Gateways grant represents a 

unique opportunity to continue building on the momentum generated over the last three years, while 

bridging the gap between industry insiders and the public through three key strategies: 1) opening the 

interactive “Outdoor Rec Trek” scavenger hunt and networking event to the public; 2) offering low- to 

no-cost, beginner-friendly outdoor excursions to the public led by local partners during the Summit and 

seasonally throughout 2028 at regional activations in partnership with the Maryland Tourism Coalition; 

and 3) providing need-based conference registration scholarships for students, jobseekers, non-profits, 

and affinity groups. Through this project, the Office of Outdoor Recreation invites the public to 

experience outdoor recreation alongside Maryland’s professional outdoor community. These 

experiences will establish connections that empower residents and visitors to become informed 

environmental stewards, active participants in the outdoor economy, and lifelong enthusiasts for the 

unique natural and cultural assets available to those of us lucky enough to live in and visit the 

Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
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(a)
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7. Program Income
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SECTION D - FORECASTED CASH NEEDS

14. Non-Federal

SECTION C - NON-FEDERAL RESOURCES
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Exploring and Enhancing Outdoor and Heritage Tourism in the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed
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5,000.00
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5,000.00
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SECTION F - OTHER BUDGET INFORMATION

SECTION E - BUDGET ESTIMATES OF FEDERAL FUNDS NEEDED FOR BALANCE OF THE PROJECT
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